
Op-Art 
Background



Supply List
1. Colored Paper
2. Ruler
3. Pencil
4. Eraser
5. Dark marker



Step 1: Use a ruler to measure an 8”x8” square and 
mark it with pencil.



Step 2: Check your measurements to make sure that 
they are correct before moving on. Correct your lines 
as needed.



Step 3: Cut your paper so that it measures 8”x8”.



Step 4: Line you ruler up so that the top goes across 
the page from corner to corner. 



Step 5: Use your ruler to draw a straight line that 
goes from corner to corner.



Step 6: Draw another line with your ruler that goes 
from corner to corner but goes in the opposite 
direction. This should create an image of an “X” that 
crosses in the center of your page. 



Step 7: Draw a tiny square that is centered in the 
middle of your “X”.



Step 8: Starting at the center of the “X”, draw more 
squares that gradually spread out and get bigger as 
they become closer to edge of the page.



Step 9: Draw a vertical line that goes across the 
center of your page. 



Step 10: Draw a horizontal line that goes across the 
entire center of your page.



Step 11: Notice how the lines that come out from the 
center of the page look like slices of a pizza. 



Step 12: Pretend that you are cutting those slices in 
half by drawing a line down the center of one. You 
should end out with about 16 slices. 



Step 13: Carefully trace over all your lines with a 
dark colored marker.



Step 14: Fill in your spaces so that they become a 
checkerboard pattern. 

Helpful Tips: 
1. Start on the outside and 

work your way in.
2. Mark which squares are 

dark with pencil before 
inking them in. 


